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Credit by Demonstrated Mastery (CDM) 
Credit by Demonstrated Mastery allows students to earn course credit in a manner that does 

not require specific seat-time requirements. All NC students shall have the opportunity to 

earn Credit by Demonstrated Mastery (CDM) for high school courses by the end of the 

2014-15 academic year to inform student placement in 2015-16. Refer to North Carolina’s 

Implementation Guide Implementation for Credit by Demonstrated Mastery (CDM) for 

additional information. 

This document outlines the method to add and modify CDM to the grade scale in 

PowerSchool. 

Add CDM to grade scale 
Credit by Demonstrated Mastery will appear as “CDM” on the student’s transcript. No course 

grade is received and the course is NOT included in the GPA calculation. A new grade, CDM, 

must be added to the grade scale. 

Navigation: LEA: Start Page > LEA > Grading section > Grade Scales 

 

1. At the Grade Scales screen, click the edit button of the grade scale. 

 

http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/recent_emails/CreditByDemonstratedMasteryUpdate103114.pdf
http://www.nc-sis.org/Documents/recent_emails/CreditByDemonstratedMasteryUpdate103114.pdf
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a. On the Edit Grade Scale screen, click New and complete the following fields: 

 

 Grade = CDM 

 Description = Credit by Demonstrated Mastery 

 Grade point = 0 

 Cutoff percent = 0 

 Gradebook value = 0 

 Counts in GPA = Uncheck 

 Receives added value? = Uncheck 

 Earns graduation credit? = Check box. 

 Teacher’s grade scale? = Check box. 

 Exclude from Average Final Grade Calculation = Uncheck 

 Alternative Grade Points = 0 

 Cutoff points = 0 

 

b. Click Submit. Repeat Step 1a to add additional grade records to the grade scale. 
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Student record update 

Navigation: Start Page > Student Selection > Academics > Historical Grades 

 

1. Click Single New Entry, and complete the following fields: 

 

 School Name 

 School Year 

 Store code (F1) 

 Hist. grade level 

 Populate Course number – Section 

 Grade = CDM 

 GPA points, Added value, Percent, Citizenship = 0 

 Earned and Potential credit hours = 1 

 GPA Rank Calculation and Honor Roll Calculation = Exclude 

 Display on Transcript = Yes 
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2. Click Submit. Sample screenshot below shows CDM course on a transcript. 
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